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The Cambodian ‘genocide’ continues to be framed as a ‘communist’ revolution. Subsequent accounts
build on this presumption which leads to incomplete and inaccurate conclusions. In this paper he applied
a Marxist critique to the Khmer Rouge’s so-called ‘communist revolution’ through the twin tasks of (1)
retheorizing Democratic Kampuchea’s economy as an exploitative system of production for exchange;
and (2) articulating the Khmer Rouge’s conception of nature as manifest in this mode of production. In so
doing he highlighted how the unity of the production for exchange and the production of nature more
accurately accounts for the mass death that occurred. First, he broadly sketched a Marxist conception of
nature and alienation. This is followed by a detailed discussion of the generation of surplus production
under the Khmer Rouge; and lastly a Marxist analysis of the Khmer Rouge’s conception of nature. This
understanding is especially salient because it addresses specifically how the Khmer Rouge’s attempt to
transform nature was necessary—and necessarily wrong—in their greater objective of building a socialist
consciousness.
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